Living Theology Friends52
December 31, 2006
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
It is hard for me to believe that another year has been completed and that I am writing my 52nd letter to y’all!  This is the last Sunday in 2006 and the last day in 2006.  Some – I hope all – of us will then begin a new year tomorrow.  
I preached a sermon at a small Baptist church in Mississippi the last Sunday of the year in1990 that I called “Fresh Start”.  I have placed this sermon located on my web site at http://livingtheology.com/FreshStart.htm and I hope that you will take time to read it.  I wrote the sermon aiming it at two possible audiences: the non-Christian and the Christian because a fresh start could have a very different meaning for each of those two types of people.  I have to assume that most of the people reading my letters are Christians but only you and the Lord know that for sure.  Please examine your heart as you read the sermon and let it speak to the proper audience within yourself.  

As we end one year and then get ready to begin another we no doubt have thoughts in our minds about what we could have done differently.  We cannot go back and do things over but we can learn from our mistakes.  It is very important to give ourselves credit for doing things correctly!  It is also imperative that we give God glory for the things that we know He has done for us.  So let’s all put together a list with the three items:

1.) Things for which we can give God the glory for His work in our lives.

2.) Mistakes we have made and sins we have committed.

3.) Things we have done for which we deserve some credit.

While you are considering what to include in each of the above items also fervently pray that God will open your mind so that you will include those items of most importance in your service to him.

It is very important that we study our motives as we go forward in 2007.  It is certainly true that we always do the things that we most want to do.  So setting priorities is critical for success.  Our friends and acquaintances see our priorities by the choices that we make.  For example, when we have friends visiting who do not attend church on a regular basis and Sunday morning comes to the house we need to show them that our priorities involve attending church and a Sunday class.  Somewhat of a reverse situation happened to us once when we visited in the house of a couple who do not attend “church” regularly.  They knew that we did attend “church” regularly so the woman took us to a “church” for Sunday class and a worship service.  I was very impressed that she would care enough about our priorities to take us not only to the worship service but also to a Sunday class.  She was friends with the class teacher so she took us to visit.  

We should always be concerned about our friends and seek to accommodate their priorities as well as setting and implementing our priorities.  The visitors in our home who do not attend “church” regularly just might be people that God would call to be His children while attending your Sunday class or worship service.  Certainly God will not be thwarted in drawing people to him by our lack of cooperation, but it is wonderful to be involved in God’s process of redeeming someone.  We must always demonstrate our priorities with our actions.  When Joshua said that he and his house would serve the Lord, “house” means whoever is living or staying there.

Joshua 24:14 “Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.

Joshua 24:15 "And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
We also have the requirement of worship as stated in Deuteronomy and although we do not participate in the feasts the command is a pattern for any worship.  Here again the command is for everyone who is in our midst.  

Deut 16:11 “and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your son and your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite who is in your town, and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are in your midst, in the place where the Lord your God chooses to establish His name.”

Psalm 139:23 “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;”

As we walk this path in the world it is also important that we examine ourselves regarding what are the callings that we have from the Lord.  During a few years around 1990 I preached at some small churches that did not have full-time preachers and I preached some in our church while we were searching for a preacher.  I loved preaching during that time and I thought that perhaps the Lord was calling me into full-time ministry but that did not seem to be the case.  I still have the desire to preach but perhaps the Lord is working that desire out with these letters and my web site.  Over 90,000 people “hit” on my web site during 2006 and that is a fantastic result for my Lord.  God’s plan is always the best and we need to always seek to be “smack-dab” in the middle of it.  
As we go forward in a new year it is important for us to keep a prayer journal in which we write our prayer requests and the answered prayers.  Then on December 31, 2007 it will be easier to insert items into number one above.  I pray that all of you will have a year filled with recognition of God’s blessings during all of 2007.

